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of young people from the college who have occasion to be here. I appreciate also very much the 

quality of music that is being produced and has over the years been produced. I wanted to make a 

comment regarding the matter Mr. Tkach mentioned about our son. There is something unusual with 

respect to the high school itself which our children are privileged to attend. In this strip valley 

between Glendale and the Angeles National Forest you have a small series of communities and it 

ended up that when we moved to the area of Sunland California the high school zone is called 

Verdugo Hills High School named after the old Spanish land-grant family of the Verdugos and the 

teacher is a Mr. Levin who is of Jewish background, his parents are from Russia and his wife is Jewish 

and also from Russia. He's been teaching many years in the area of mechanical drafting as he said 

he's only a B kind of student in terms of his ability to perform this aspect of engineering but without 

a question he's an A teacher of it and that's of course far more important than being able to do it and 

not convey it. As an illustration there were eight students from this one high school they were all 

together I think about 170 but Verdugo Hills High School sent in eight. One of the eight was a Turkish 

student who for some reason was absent the last few days and did not finish making needed 

corrections although I thought that his material looked very fine. In other words out of the remaining 

others this one Turkish students paper didn't place there were seven left and all seven won some 

award. The first two were both from the high school. The next three came from three other high 

schools and out of the next ten four of them were from Verdugo Hills so I don't think that any school 

has had this kind of record over the years and it is an unusual situation and one deserved honorable 

mention in the next group. That means that there were six out of the top 15 from one high school 

alone out of the 30 odd that contributed and it does speak very highly of the faculty member. I think 

that we have to recognize to a great extent where accomplishments actually arise. I thought it very 

appropriate that one of the fellows it may have been the one who won second place when the 

teacher was being commented upon piped up in the little meeting where the awards were being 

presented and plainly said he's a good teacher and I appreciate very much that he also invited the 

students out with him to a little occasion at night after the awards. With respect to the Jet Propulsion 

Laboratory I think that that is quite significant in this sense. Speaking of black children as a whole the 

real question that so many children of minorities or handicapped financially or otherwise have is 

they live in areas of schools without sufficient qualified leadership and therefore opportunities that 

could otherwise come to gifted students among them pass them by having a qualified teacher 

placing as in this case Manfred did although he's only had drafting here for the first year as against 

many who were juniors and seniors which is of course again an indication not only of the artistic skills 

he might have in presenting a matter but I think the gift of the teacher to convey it to someone who 

was only a sophomore in high school illustrates the importance of this kind of contact I think it would 

be very fortunate for anyone to have been offered a job at Jet Propulsion Laboratory for 10 weeks at 

so much money which is the least labor price they pay but it's the opportunity to be there and to say 

that you were there. Over a number of months Mr. 

Tkach has suggested that I speak on the subject of prophecy so I should like to today to discuss this 

area in some manner that might be of help to all of us at this time. Prophecy itself is a very broad 

subject therefore what I would like to focus in on is what I would call the history of prophecy in the 

church and by the church I mean those who have been converted in a part of the congregation of 

God if you please from able to this day because we want to take a broad look at a matter that I think 

is important and would help us better understand and grasp the subject as of 1977. We're going to 
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look at how prophecy has been given what was not known and at what time certain things became 

known why God doesn't make everything known until specific periods. 

First of all we must take a look at God's revelation not in terms of the book that we call the Bible 

from Genesis to Revelation but in terms of the development of that book and what we did know at a 

certain time on the basis of what constituted the revelation of God to his church at different periods. 

Prophecy in a sense may be termed history in advance it is a record partly of what God chooses to 

allow to occur in the world and also partly what God intends to impose on the world whether the 

world wants it or not. What we should take note of is that the earliest prophecy as such that we have 

a record of is not recorded until late in time but must have been verbally known from time to time. 

We presume that some things have been verbally known or repeated or it was known that so-and-so 

spoke. The first one to whom the words of prophecy are attributed as such is Enoch who was the 

seventh in the lineage beginning with Adam. It says in Jude chapter 1 the only chapter verse 14 

behold the Lord comes with ten thousands of his saints and verse 15 the purpose of this is to execute 

judgment upon all. The whole world is going to be judged to convince all that are ungodly that's 

bringing them to conversion among them of all their ungodly deeds that they have I'm reading the 

King James version ungodly committed and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have 

spoken against him. That's all we have a record of but I think it is important to note that the first 

prophecy though though though not recorded I should say in Genesis is in fact recorded in Jude very 

late in the sequence of the written material of the New Testament Church and its outline is the 

return the coming of the Lord or his presence with ten thousands of his saints and to begin the 

judgment on the world we presume therefore a judgment has already occurred on the saints or they 

wouldn't be there so we may deduce that from the prophecy that there is a judgment of the saints in 

advance of their coming and that they are to come with the eternal God who is the Lord to judge the 

world and to convince people who have not already been convinced both of their wicked deeds and 

the things they have mouthed that they shouldn't have people who have transgressed God's law 

because they're sinners this presumes then a time in which people are to be converted in which 

people are to be forgiven their sins this is the simple summary and this is where prophecy begins the 

important thing then to note is what constitutes the prophecy and what does not there is no time 

element no reference to a thousand years no reference to how long men have sinned in the 

meantime the concept of time is at this point not a fundamental element but only the broad outline 

of events that we associate with the return of Jesus Christ today and the millennium but we only 

have the reference of Lord there is no reference to Christ and no reference to a thousand years as it 

begins beyond this we would conclude that very little in fact was given to start with but the broad 

picture of God's action in the world and the simple picture that human beings will both do and think 

things that are contrary to God's law and that they need to be convinced that those things were an 

error now as we look down in time we come to the case of Abraham and in the case of Abraham 

there is something slightly different which is added here we learn that Abraham was looking and we 

don't find this again in the book of Genesis we have to find it in the book of Hebrews now he looked 

for a city which has foundations whose builder and maker is God now Abraham was a prophet but 

we don't have any quotations so much of his prophecy as quotations from God to him but in 

Hebrews 11 verse 10 we at least have the indication that Abraham was looking in a prophetic sense 

Hebrews 11 verse 10 for a city which had foundations whose builder and maker is God now one 

might draw the implication that Abraham was even looking for the city while he was in the land of 

Canaan but he never found it God did not actually tell him either to us through Paul here in Hebrews 

or in any statement found in the book of Genesis when this city should appear now we wouldn't 

know about this city until in fact we come to the last few chapters in the book of Revelation but we 

do know that in some way Abraham knew that there should come a time in the future in which God's 
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government is going to be on earth and is going to rule from a city whose builder and maker is in this 

case God now that's all that we have a record of but it indicates that God revealed something like 

that and also other matters about the multiplication of the children of Abraham himself there was a 

knowledge prophetically of the resurrection for Abraham and all these look forward to events in 

which they did not participate verse 13 these all died in faith not having received the promises but 

having seen them afar off were persuaded of them and embraced them and confessed there were 

strangers and pilgrims on the earth declaring plainly therefore that they seek a country which is not 

now here that is that there was no government on earth no government on earth to which they were 

willing to give their whole life and allegiance if truly they had been mindful of that country from 

which they went out they might have of course had an opportunity to return but they desired 

something better whose origin in terms of both law and government and leadership is from heaven 

so that God because they sought him is not ashamed to be called their God for he has prepared for 

them a city now the interesting thing again in these two areas of prophecy is that we have no 

reference to things that men will do other than their sins but we have a reference to what God 

intends in terms of its long range accomplishment the establishment of the government of God first 

by the return of Christ or the Lord and his saints then the judgment of the world then the 

establishment of a country governed by God's law whose origin is from heaven and the final 

appearance of a city from which that government will proceed now all of this is never defined in 

terms of time it is only defined in terms of either an event or a description of what shall occur 

prophecy then if we come down to the time of Abraham in the first third of human experience 

speaking of time in the first 2000 years of human experience involved little more than a broad 

outline of what God himself should ultimately do in bringing about the establishment of his 

government on earth after Adam had forfeited the opportunity to have participated in it at the 

beginning we come to Moses we don't need to cover every little aspect in between in the case of 

Jacob or Joseph but we come to the days of Moses and for the first time we have God intervening in 

an unusual way in the earth with respect to the establishment of a people now he intervened at the 

flood but that's not what I am referring to here he is intervening in the days of Moses and 

establishing a people a people destined to form if they had done what God asked a prophetic deed of 

setting an example of what the government of God would be like in other words in a world that has 

departed from God God chose now the children of Abraham through Isaac and Jacob organized by 

Moses into a church and nation gave them a law and although this was in the letter and they were 

given to carnal people the purpose was that this nation should set an example of what the law of 

God and the government of God should be like in other words it was to be prophetic of what that 

world was to be a nation with blessings a nation without the necessity of all the personal recriminate 

recriminations and divorces violence a nation that would have been blessed both in terms of its 

children and in terms of its natural wealth in terms of its happiness so that other nations around 

would say well look this is something unusual and they would have inquired and the nation would 

have said well look we're given now the laws of God that ultimately God is going to bring to the 

whole world in place of what you have now most of us never think of prophecy in these terms most 

of us in contrast want to know how long will it be until or what is some gentile nation going to do 

next and we're thinking interestingly of the very areas that as prophecies started out are not a part 

of the focus of what God is saying in prophecy Balaam came along in the days of Moses in a numbers 

chapter 24 this man conveys a particular message that is very important we won't go over most of 

his prophecy but this is purposefully recorded because he spoke nothing in this instance with what 

the Lord allowed him to convey what God would do when now what is the first time element that 

would indicate the character of the world when God would intervene the answer is clear in the 

closing verses of chapter 24 the book of numbers he took up a parable and said alas who shall live 

when God does this ship shall come from the coast of Kiddim and afflict Asher and afflict Ebert and 
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he also shall perish forever now even though one may want to comment a little more lengthily on 

these verses there is something significant that for the first time shows up who shall live when God 

does this in a sense implies the question of human survival and when this terrible time of affliction 

shall come in a struggle between nations some will perish forever that is of course ultimately a 

reference to a Babylon which had not yet occurred we learn now that in the days of Moses the 

events of God's intervention would have to wait for such a long time that it would be a period in 

which it was possible for human life not to survive God in other words is saying that he's letting this 

go until man's ingenuity his gifts being abused bring humanity to the place where it is a question and 

who will live when God brings about this ultimate fulfillment of prophecy and the answer would be 

of course no one less God would and less God would intervene in time to prevent the total 

destruction of the human race so we conclude this would not be in the bronze age it wouldn't be in 

the iron age it wouldn't be in the classical age it wouldn't be in the dark ages it followed it wouldn't 

be in the age of the commercial revolution or the industrial revolution it could only be at a period of 

time in which the consequences of warfare would be such that all human beings would have no way 

of surviving because it would affect the nature of the cellular life of man himself the sword the 

cannon could not do this much less the bow of the arrow it could only be when men develop such 

weapons that it is not possible if they are utilized in mass for the human race biologically to survive 

whether or not the individual is near the weapon that is used it would only be possible when one can 

say there is no place to hide and at that point God should choose to intervene after man has shown 

the ultimate consequences of his deeds and so from this we draw now another conclusion prophecy 

then is to tell us not only what God shall do but at what period before which he will not do it and 

further that the ultimate purpose of allowing man to bring himself to this place is to show that man 

left by himself going his way with whatever kinds of government he shall seek to establish is not 

capable by himself of bringing the human family through to survival and peace and happiness you 

know the declaration of independence conveys something of the purpose and intent of the 

government of the United States it is to bring about we are told a state of affairs in which we may 

have life liberty and continually pursue but presumably never find happiness most people assume 

that life and liberty and happiness are all guaranteed by the constitution this is not the case we're 

only guaranteed the pursuit of happiness life and liberty don't automatically guarantee it but every 

nation has a government which was established for a purpose and God's purpose in allowing it is to 

show that no government cut off from the government of God that divorces God as this country does 

or any other country such as the atheists who run the Soviet Union and China and the various 

satellites will ever be able to bring about what they want to achieve the communists seek to bring 

about a world in which man is happy in which man is divorced from the pursuits of acquiring for 

himself those things which make him jealous of his neighbor the Soviet Union is debating in fact how 

much we should all share and their conclusion is though not finalized that probably the only private 

property we should ever need to retain is our under clothing and our teeth and our toothbrushes 

beyond that we should be able to share everything else and this is supposed to produce happiness I 

use those two as an illustration because today the two most powerful countries seeking to bring 

about a world of peace and happiness are attempting to do so while in a state of war with each other 

that is called a cold not a hot war and each one assumes that the other way is not the way to go to 

get it further each one is prepared to start the war to end all wars in order to see the other won't be 

imposed not to mention various third parties with ideas along the way that are neither apart the 

philosophy of the west in the United States or that of the Soviet Union now I'm getting a little bit 

ahead of myself but what I am saying is that this is a logical outgrowth of all that we have seen in 

these few prophecies thus far given and it is a different view I think that most of us have had where 

we have tended to focus in on certain prophecies that occurred late in a sequence of events 

following the days of Moses in which he also gave prophecies of what should happen as Jacob also 
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did about the latter days and what would happen to the children of Israel for good or evil and we 

can't cover everything in occasions such as this one hour's time we come now to a very important 

beginning of a new section in the Bible following the close of Deuteronomy where we have a broad 

outline remember in the times of punishment that it to be visited on the children of Israel the 

miseries that come from sin the blessings that come from obedience but no actual major outline of 

history itself but only an outline of the consequences of good and the consequences of evil and an 

outline of what God himself shall do when he begins to intervene at a time of course when human 

life is threatened following Deuteronomy then we have the beginning of a series of books that over 

the centuries began to be formed now it was about another four centuries in which we have two 

books in our present form or one in the scrolls Joshua judges so we now have passed through 

approximately three thousand years of human experience by the time we have such items as the law 

and Joshua judges now there are few little books along the way like perhaps Ruth or one might say 

the book of Job but I'll skip that for a moment a Job looked down the stream of time you remember 

and he saw the resurrection he saw what life would be like in the resurrection that apart from this 

flesh I shall see God and that I will stand in the latter days he shall stand in the latter days upon the 

earth and there won't be a resurrection till the heavens as we see them will be no more again he's 

focusing way into the future you see but when we get back to the period of time here of Joshua 

judges we have judges who were raised up and these two books constituting one scroll interestingly 

enough are called the first of the prophets now for the first time prophecy takes on some added flesh 

shall we say we don't have a prophecy so much as thus sayeth the Lord and something to happen we 

have in fact fundamentally history but this history is regarded as a prophecy because the law and the 

prophets represent one the first five books and then everything else that follows beginning with 

Joshua judges and then the two books of Samuel the two books of kings the three major prophets 

Isaiah Jeremiah Ezekiel and the twelve minor these are all regarded as the prophets the church came 

to realize that the purpose for Joshua and judges was not merely to tell us the history but to profit by 

the experience again a view that merely because an event happened it should not be categorized as 

something that has no meaning for us but that we should profit by the experience of the mistakes 

and of the good judgment those whose record is recorded those who do in principle what we find in 

these two books in terms of obedience will receive those rewards such as are described in Hebrews 

11 those who make the mistakes as recorded in these books will reap the consequences both 

individually and nationally for 3000 years then as far as the church is concerned it had a few broad 

outlines with respect to the intervention of God the resurrection the judgment the government of 

God the city of God a chain shall we say in the appearance of the heavens at that time all of which is 

to occur in a world in which man is most unlikely to survive without God's intervention then we 

come to the days of David and Solomon now David was a prophet we therefore may understand that 

however historical and in whatever historical setting the Psalms are given the Psalms have a 

prophetic meaning so we note that in the beginning of the third part of the bible as it is preserved by 

the church that is the congregation of Israel in the Jewish community we have the law the prophets 

and the writings the first book of the writings is by a prophet and the organization of the book of 

Psalms into five separate parts tells us something of the series of events most of these focus in on 

the individual or rulers or the state of the nation there is no timetable through thousands of years of 

history there is only a concept of what the world is going to be like at the close and the intervention 

of God and the state of affairs when the nation learns speaking of Israel what God himself has 

promised and when it comes to repentance what you ought to do then if you want to see how much 

David understood is to see that David's focus was not a focus of what's going to happen century by 

century but a focus on God's law a focus on the time when the nation repents and the trials that 

preceded and vague references if you please to the time that we might call the millennium a 

reference to the thought that far as God's concerned a day is like a thousand years we may draw the 
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conclusion then that some began to think of the possibility that human experience might be 

compared to the natural week as we call it six days of labor and one of a Sabbath the days of 

unleavened bread are six sorry are seven days long the piece to tabernacles is actually seven not 

eight days long with some event happening afterwards see so by looking at the festivals they might 

have discerned that indeed this whole thing could be something like seven thousand years but it 

would only have been an analogy but for the first time from the days of Moses to David we have 

obviously individuals who meditated on the law and grasped the possibilities that indeed God's time 

of judging might be like the Sabbath people learning on the Sabbath in contact with God his 

presence on that day might be like a thousand years but no more than an analogy that's all there is 

not a single statement not only through the time of David but anywhere else in all the Old Testament 

as to the actual length of the government of God while the world the nations are being judged and 

taught and convinced following the time of David in which I think I might say it would be good for 

you to read the Psalms to see the trend of events it's a long 150 separate chapters or Psalms but if 

you were to read each of the five portions in the sense that you look at the beginnings and the ends 

of each portion and look at the beginning first and the end of the Psalms themselves and then notice 

the spirit of each of the separate five divisions you will see there is a small but important movement 

of time at the close of human experience but no reference to events covering a period of 3000 years 

following the days of David we come to a period of prophets people who specifically were given 

messages some of whom were of the Levitical family some were not they are given messages but the 

messages are seldom recorded they rather recorded what we call history in Samuel one and two and 

the book of kings book one and of course we come to a major prophet such as Jeremiah and Isaiah in 

terms of the second book of kings we attribute the second book of kings certainly to Jeremiah but 

actually a number of prophets for a few centuries were coming whose records we have very little of 

some of whose records we have gathered together in what we call the minor prophets or the twelve 

and you should know what section of the book of the bible that is that's osea through malachi but 

the bulk of their work is recorded in Samuel second Samuel and first and second kings which 

constitute the continuation of prophecy in the form of history and we must therefore add to joshua 

judges the books of Samuel and kings as the former prophets that is because it's first in the order 

follow preceding the latter prophets though some books of the latter prophets were the works of 

men whose story and whose efforts contributed to the books of Samuel and kings we must therefore 

not neglect when we want to understand prophecy the fact that the longest section of the bible 

apart from songs that we tend to read over and not pay attention to which is a prophecy is the 

material from joshua through second kings which is not including first and second chronicles because 

that's a part of the writings we should read then and see what happened to the nation what 

happened to religion what happened to individual kings the occasion of what is going to happen in 

the future there are many prophecies you see being added about individual Gentile nations in 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel most of them in the Middle East but some of them in the far north that we 

associate with the soviets today so there were many individual prophecies about individual national 

behavior and who will be joined with whom and who will oppose whom all of this focusing in at the 

close of human experience because it usually ends up with god intervening that's the return of the 

lord of which you read in the book of jude from the prophecy of Enoch in other words until we come 

to daniel we have no time frame at all that was ever revealed to the church that we could say this 

period of time must elapse these events within such and such a period when we come now to daniel 

who began to speak at this time and who outlived both Ezekiel and Jeremiah we have for the first 

time two unique things that i draw to your attention one a prophecy that is given specifically to a 

Gentile ruler which you could not resolve and daniel had to interpret two a series of time lengths 

which as far as daniel was concerned was absolutely clear to him in its wording and absolutely 

incomprehensible in its meaning i hope you heard me clearly he knew exactly what was being said in 
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terms of the hebrew grammar and he understood nothing of the meaning of those time frames 

nebuchadnezzar being a Gentile was interested not in what god would do he was interested in what 

he was going to do and his nation and his descendants and god now for the first time chooses to 

outline if you please not in century by century or generation by generation but outline a series of 

events over the centuries to the coming of the messiah when the government of god would be set 

up and for the first time in the book of daniel we have the beginning of a series of events laid out a 

series of nations that would succeed one another and rulers succeeding one another and how there 

would be ups and downs we know these in terms of the four world powers of Babylon, Persia, 

Greece and Rome we know them that way when daniel was writing all he knew is that Babylon was 

ruling Persia would overthrow it the Medes in the Persians and another prophecy spoke of the king 

of javen and the king of persia but beyond that daniel would have to figure out now what nation 

what power would overthrow the king of javen i doubt that it ever occurred to daniel to give a 

second thought to a little village on seven hills in the italian peninsula it may be that as far as daniel 

was concerned he never knew of the little community of Rome i just want you to see it from the 

point of view of the men who wrote how do you think daniel was ever going to comprehend that 

fourth beast with seven heads and ten horns when he didn't even know what city or what nation it 

would be and then we do note from the prophecy that Nebuchadnezzar was given that it is only a 

series of events and national rises and falls but no actual statement of the length of time only later in 

daniel's life to himself were revealed such enigmatic prophecies as 70 weeks which as far as daniel 

was concerned began nowhere and he wasn't even sure where it ended or 1260 or three and a half 

times or 1290 or 1335 days or 2300 evening and mornings sacrifices being the implication not a one 

of those events that daniel was given that give us a period of time was ever shall we say nailed down 

in terms of the hebra calendar and the movement chronologically of time there is no statement of 

beginning or end that daniel could figure out no statement of beginning or end but only of a period 

of time and some of them would seem to be days without interpreting them as years and others 

would seem to be days to be interpreted as years now if i have skipped two time elements in the 

book of Ezekiel is because as far as our purpose today it is not important to note that there are two 

time elements with respect to Judah and Israel of 40 and 390 but we won't bother with that now 

there isn't time to evaluate at all daniel had to wait near the close of his life and suddenly one of 

these began to make sense the 70 weeks daniel was told that there would come forth a decree which 

would permit the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem and the temple and there would be 70 weeks 

and so many weeks and so many weeks within the 70 would elapse to the coming of the messiah the 

prince now there were two possible things here that daniel might have concluded one that the 

messiah would return with all his saints like Enoch said to convince the world of sin so daniel might 

have thought that maybe the government of god could be set up in another 490 years 70 times 

seven prophetically 70 weeks you see at least he had a point in time that the first year of Cyrus the 

king Persian reckoning 538 Nisan to 537 Adar inclusive could be the beginning but not one of the 

others was clear daniel never lived to see the fact that a later king of persia set aside that decree and 

he said i am preventing this from being further fulfilled until i make a decree and the count of the 

490 in fact started all over and what looked like the beginning of that count turned out not to be i 

want you to see what god did not allow the prophets to understand it isaia was given a message isaia 

turn here the beginning here chapter nine for unto us a child is born a son is given and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder and wouldn't you assume that this would be something like 

maybe 30 years between the time of his birth that he takes over the government or at most 70 and 

not 2000 here is a prophecy of isaia in which god tells us that a child is born a son is given without 

the least hint that century after century would elapse between that time and the time the 

government would be on his shoulder and of the increase of his government and peace there shall 

be no end upon the throne of david god plainly did not intend man to know the time element 
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between the birth of the messiah and when the government should be restored therefore when the 

apostles asked jesus during and at the close of his ministry will you restore the government at this 

time he said it is not given for you to know god never gave it for isaia to know it was never given for 

the prophets to know it wasn't even given for the apostles now paul was so aware of the coming of 

the messiah and the resurrection that he thought as many that it might well be in his own time 

because when jesus now coming at the end of about 4 000 years of human experience we've passed 

over the time of ezra nehemiah jesus said that there would be a series of events that would happen 

false teachers wars famines pestilences jerusalem would be surrounded with armies and this 

generation will not pass till all these things be fulfilled and then you'll see the sign of the son of man 

in heavens in the heavens and he is in fact then pictured as lightning or as the light of the sun from 

east to west the angels are coming and the angels gathering together the saints and any apostle or 

any church member would hardly have mistook the ideas of jesus in matthew 24 and the parallel 

chapters in mark and luke if you were living in 66 ad in 67 and 68 and 69 and you saw the roman 

armies surrounding jerusalem it would be very difficult for you to draw the conclusion with what you 

then had but what this would seem to be the fulfillment of what jesus said and this is why some 

modern theologians think that jesus didn't quite get the picture straight jesus himself said that the 

father has reserved the time element for himself he further said that it wasn't given to those of that 

day to know when then they had the puzzle of the 7 000 year picture they had the puzzle of jesus 

own prophecy in chapter 24 of matthew as an illustration that no flesh would be saved alive until 

these things would occur just like balon but there was no indication that the roman armies were yet 

prepared to create a situation when no flesh would be saved alive though a lot of those in jerusalem 

might have thought it was true after the romans nearly decimated the city nevertheless it was not 

fulfilled and for another 30 to 35 years god never explained why and all peter could do was say that 

as far as the lord is concerned so let's turn to peter this was his only explanation he could offer that 

there would come scoffers who are ignorant of what god has done and ignorant of this one thing 

second peter 38 that one day is with the lord as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day 

you know the words that as far as god is concerned a thousand years of human experience can be 

collapsed in one days of gods and one days of god's experience can be parallel to a thousand years of 

human and it is no more than a broad understanding it is not a specific statement it is an analogy 

based on perhaps the week as we have seen it is more likely just a reference of how long the 

thousand years really is compared to a day now we must not forget he said that the lord is not slack 

concerning his promise but he is patient not willing that any should perish but that all should come 

to repentance but it didn't occur to peter that christ slackness is at least 19 centuries longer than he 

at first might have estimated now i hope i'm coming clear to you to understand the state of mind of 

those to whom god committed his word you see the one thing that we note is that god was always 

emphasizing the responsibility to choose between good and evil and the consequences of both and 

the responsibility to convey the message of the government of god being established and your 

responsibility to qualify in your life for a responsibility there not to get in but for a responsibility 

within because you get in through the mercy of god and the forgiveness of god and the granting of 

his holy spirit but what you will do there depends on what you are willing to do here and now with 

your life you don't earn salvation it's a free gift of god but you do earn a rake in the government of 

god he is not going to let you rule and govern others until you first learn to rule and govern yourself 

and the degree to which you do it with yourself and grow spiritually is the degree you will have such 

a responsibility in the world tomorrow and that distinction is not normally seen anyway somewhere 

like 35 years later john receives a revelation while a prisoner it is called the book of revelation and in 

it there is a scroll unrolled in which there had been seals and somewhere along the line after the 

scroll was unrolled there again comes at three and a half times or 1260 and john sees in revelation as 

we now call it chapter 12 the church fleeing for 1260 years he is not told when it begins or when it 
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ends and after 1260 years he finds the church has to flee again for three and a half years and he's not 

told the time between the two events but he is told apparently that at the end of that last three and 

a half years the return of christ is imminent in chapter 12 sorry chapter 11 of the book of revelation 

john had no way to know how long it would be because although there is a reference to 1260 years 

he's never told when it began or when it ended and he isn't told the time between the end of it and 

the next time a three and a half year period begins you look at revelation 12 and you see what i 

mean john could only guess that it was at least 13 centuries or thereabouts and it was as it turned 

out to be many more then somewhere along the line as john was reading he learns that the 

government of god is going to be on earth ruling for a thousand years and this is the first time it has 

ever stated the thousand years therefore the analogy would seem to be rather clear that after the 

pattern of the week it would seem that about six thousand years is allotted for man and john must 

have realized that there would be many centuries yet not paul not peter but john realized it for the 

first time then you could understand something more of daniel john knew not daniel that roam was 

the fourth beast but he didn't have the faintest idea of how roam would rise and fall for seven 

successive times after the empire collapsed and that the final restoration would have 10 parts all of 

that was just so much into the future and not until the 1930s did it become plain to the church of 

god that five of those 10 had fallen and one is and one was yet to come and the one that was yet to 

come looked so much like it could have been hitler after musselini who is that Mr Armstrong 

wondered if hitler would in fact fulfill the final one it turned out that the roam berlin axis was more 

like the two legs in the two feet hitler did not the two divisions of this roman system hitler called his 

the third rite which meant clearly that it was in the continuity of the holy roman empire because the 

first rite was one of the restorations so both hitler and musselini regarded themselves as in the 

tradition of the holy roman empire or the roman empire i guess the germans were more holy than 

the italians there because musselini never called his holy only the germans had a holy one and Mr 

Armstrong discovered during the second world war when i listened to the broadcast that indeed it 

was not correct that hitler gave every evidence that he was about to but that god was not allowing 

him to fulfill the role of the seventh head which is yet to come and we didn't know when now in 

looking at the history of the new testament church how long it spoke before its work stopped we 

recognize that there were 38 years before the romans abolished public presentation in 69 ad 

because of revolution in the roman world spreading far and wide and we drew an analogy and i can 

remember when we saw the analogy itself we were there around 1953 there were many who 

thought it impossible that we would be here even as late as 1972 including Mr Herbert W Armstrong 

or Loma Armstrong at the time that seemed preposterously along it would put her well into the 70s 

and with the crisis between the Soviet Union and the United States in Germany suddenly rising up in 

the saddle because of the Korean war which had just passed who would have thought that the 60s 

would have gone by and 72 and here we are in may 7 1977 I just let you think about the whole thing 

a little bit for the simple reason that we never knew at that time how the last state of the church 

would be fulfilled in Revelation chapter three nor did we realize that a whole generation of these 

shall i call them Nazis would mostly come and go and practically all who had any role are dead and 

only young people who hardly have a remembrance of hitler are here today that instead of a fighting 

pope there would be a decaying church instead of the Soviet Union pressing the cold war it is 

pushing for detente that this country though had lost the pride in its power in the korean war is still 

unchallenging of unchallengeable or the Soviet Union would already have done it we did not know 

that Mr Armstrong had to speak to nations and tongues and kings and that he is not yet finished 

because there are many he has not yet reached and nobody wants to press the button yet we are at 

a point in which the beginning of the end has yet to begin and we're here primarily to finish a task 

before god intervenes by first casting satan down on earth and removing him from heaven we have 

yet a time of peace to finish the work when god is satisfied with the work when he's finished with 
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having satan accused the work the beginning of the end will start how long between now and then is 

no more clear to us though there are possibilities then it was clear to either daniel or even john the 

apostle whether Mr Armstrong will ever finish the task or someone else must finish in his place still 

remains to be seen how long the arabs will do with what they have the king of iran the shah has said 

if my memory serves me correctly that persia is likely to run out of oil and must import energy 

sources by around 1985 if my memory serves me correctly from a recent state which is the same as 

say they're going to either have to act and use the leverage that they have or we don't have the 

faintest idea of whether it will even be in this generation but there are some limitations and whether 

the limitation of the seven times of punishment or 2,520 years on babelon is indeed the standard 

and the only guideline for the moment daniel chapter four remains to be seen we assume that 

prophecy meant 2,520 years to the final fall of babelon i would wonder if we should have seen it as 

2,520 years to the revival when the stump starts out again and with that enigma we will now have a 

closing song 


